OAKLAND TRIBUNE

April 1, 1998

Peripheral canal
‘would threaten Delta

HERE they go again.

Despite voter rejection in
1982 of a pertpheral canal rhat
would divert water from the
. American River ta the main
pumps cf the Califcrnia Aqueduet near
Byron, agricultural and Southern Cai-
fornia water interests have again fivated a
miniature version of this idea by stite
and federal offlciais.

Any tdea of diverusg water fram the

Delta — the American River is a tributary
- shouid be sunk immediateiv. The

supplies, a tricky thing to do when con-
sidering how the watar supplies i the
West have heen rarved up and contracted
out. :

The eanal would beneflt Southern Cali-
fornia water users and Ceniral Valley ag-
riendtural interasts, Farmers in the
southern end of the San Joaquin Valley
would recetve 80 percent of thetr con-
tracted water supply this year, as op-
posed to the 100 percent delivary for
farmers in the central and northern part
of the state. The canal would expedite

Delta is too com- water o the
lex an ecological . - south.
gcdy s iamp%lr The Delte is too complez ot Is ceally
with its trihutta- an. acological body to needed in the
state's water pic-

rles. tamper with is tributaries.

TO Qfvers water

ture 5 mare water

from the Delta - T
‘would affect the sulinity of the ares and
allow more saltwater (o Intrude (nio
freshwater habitat. Another sourec of
water would be needed {o restore the
Dclia during drought years, and that
topic has.nat yet been broached.
The |dea of the canal wag hatehed
during recent negotiattons by CALFED. a
federal-state partnarahip agency o eated
to oversce long-term selutions tor the
Delta. Far the past four years, state and
federal offictals have been trying to find a
comproumise sciution to the Deita's woes,
" a golution that balances people and fish.
With more than 22 million Calliornians
- relying on the Deita for their water —
most of them in Scuthern California —
there is constant need to ¢Xpand waler

storage capacity.
Already this year. mfllions upan mil.-

llon of gallons of water nave been lost 1o

consumers, sent o the ccean becauge of
a lack of storage. When this cecurs, our
waler system fails. Increased water
storage ahove or below ground would
guarantee that sendly wales that could
semeday ease a drought out to the ocean
wouid be a rare sight.

The proposal for a peripheral canal
does not serve any positive purpose for
Northern Caltfornia. especially nnt for the
Delta. In fact. it could very well ruin the
Delta’a delicate bhalance, just to satiafy
the voracious water appetites of Southern
Californians and {armers.
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